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MISSION: 
To foster an efficient GIS environment through cooperation and coordination with public and private entities 

that access, collect, provide, and share data, metadata, applications, and educational opportunities. 

 

• Since 2004, 34 counties have acquired digital aerial 
imagery.  Twenty-four paid an average cost of 
$72,500. 
 

• If all 99 counties were to acquire at this rate, Iowa 
taxpayers would spend $7,179,000 in the next three 
years on imagery. 

 
 

 
Information Regarding Recommendation to Complete Funding 

of State-wide Aerial Photography Project 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The requested $1.5 million will acquire statewide imagery at a 2-foot resolution.  Imagery at this 
resolution meets many of the current business requirements for local governments in Iowa. 
 
Partners who choose to cooperate would have the opportunity to “buy-up” to higher resolution 
imagery.  Current estimates for a “buy-up” option for local governments are in the area of $80 - $100 
per square mile to acquire 6-inch imagery.  There are various factors that affect the potential cost of 
“buy-up” options but a recent image acquisition project for Sioux City cost the city $517 per square 
mile to acquire 6-inch imagery over an area of 87 square miles.  Using these figures, potential cost 
savings for Sioux City could have been in the area of $43,000 if a program like Imagery for Iowa were 
implemented. 

4 counties: 
imagery 
prior to 
1980. 

7 counties: 
imagery prior 
to 1999 and 
after 1980 in 
digital format 

29 counties: 
imagery between 
2004 and 1999 
with no plans to 
acquire imagery 
within five years  

13 counties: 
imagery prior 
to 1999 and 
after 1980 in 
paper format. 

26 counties: 
imagery since 
2004 plans to 
acquire new 
imagery 
within next 
five years. 

12 counties: 
imagery between 
2004 and 1999 
with plans to 
acquire imagery 
within five years  

8 counties: 
imagery since 
2004 with no 
plans to acquire 
imagery within 
next five years  


