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Meeting MINUTES 

July 9th, 2007 1:30pm



Health GIS
Committee 

Health Committee Meeting 

Meeting Location: Des Moines, IA @ Des Moines University Student Education Center 

	Attendee Name 
	Organization 
	e-mail 

	Cutler, Brad 
	Midas Council of Governments 
	bacutler@gmail.com 

	Geletta, Simon 
	DMU 
	sgeletta@dmu.edu 

	Warming, John 
	IDPH 
	jwarming@idph.state.ia.us

	Brown, Patrick 
	ISU 
	patrickb@iastate.edu

	Giglierano, Jim 
	DNR  
	james.giglierano@dnr.iowa.gov

	Soyemi, Kenneth 
	IDPH 
	ksoyemi@idph.state.ia.us 

	Swanson, Lisa 
	Black Hawk Co. Health Department 
	lswanson@co.black-hawk.ia.us 


 

CAP GRANT - 
Jim Giglierano opened the discussion with a background on the process and update of where IGIC is with the CAP grant process.
 

IGIC has hired the Geospatial Information & Technology Association(GITA) to work with us on the business plan.  GITA was selected because of their process which involves cost/benefit analysis for the use of GIS technology in tasks/applications for agencies across Iowa.  There will be a meeting prior to the IGIC board meeting (July 19th) with the consultants from GITA.  A rough timeline is that Aug/Sept there will be training given interested parties for how to analyze return on investment and how to conduct interviews to collect such information.  Focus for training is primarily state and local government.
 

The goals of the efforts put into the business plan are to address two things:
1. Iowa Geographic Infrastructure (IGI)   which will mainly be a collection of framework data (parcels, etc) for the purposes of sharing across jurisdictional boundaries in real-time.  This is an effort to alleviate the "silo" phenomenon and enable a more functional community of GIS.  Discussion about the need to mobilize our data and work through the “silos” of data that reside in various agencies and organizations because all of this data can be useful in a range of disciplines if integrated. The issues involved with compiling health gis data include protection of sensitive information, firewalls, mismatch of needs/uses of same datasets. Hopefully the IGI could be a means to make sure that access is there to needed data.  Envision the Katrina disaster, lessons learned about the need to address protocol and data sharing.  Some of this has been very much in discussion since Katrina and ESRI, for example, has gone through the process of "mashing" data together in crisis so there is some pattern to follow. 

2. State Revolving Fund (SRF) is a fund that can be tapped for infrastructure project loans.  IGIC would like to see some of that fund put towards helping under-served counties get up to speed with GIS technology, namely by contributing to build infrastructure.  
 

What sort of projects/applications would be of use to the health GIS community that the IGI could be instrumental in making happen?  The group brainstormed about projects, not bound by jurisdictional boundaries (county, city, etc).  What projects would be possible with the IGI in place?  John and Kenneth agreed that pandemic influenza preparedness is a hot topic right now and definitely is not bound by jurisdiction.  Patrick pointed out that projects like the Black Hawk County Food Insecurity study could be reproduced anywhere in the state if access to framework data was available for all parts of Iowa (including those that are currently under-served).  Other social service groups that aren't represented elsewhere might have similar projects that could be reproduced.
 

Simon indicated to the group that the Infectious Disease Surveillance (IDS) is an example of a source of tabular disease data from the CDC that would be very useful if reconciled with an IGI and "seamlessly integrated".  The IDS is a statewide public health repository of disease surveillance.  If a relationship could be formed between the IDS and the IGI, it would be very beneficial.  John mentioned that the IDS is currently being field tested and is about a year from full implementation.  As with any health data, there are confidentiality issues.  Simon pointed out that the core schema for CDC data is public domain and can be shared. The schema can also be exported into SQL Server 2000 and later RDBMS. In addition to SQL Server, an Oracle version is also available at the CDC site for testing and evaluation.
 

John mentioned that other data we could explore tying in could come from the trauma system (hospital data sets from various sources).  [Does anyone have a link?]
 

Jim requested that the committee try to come up with a project that might fall into the scope of the IGI.  John indicated that from the perspective of the State Health department, the timing is off to come up with a statewide project.  The IDS is coming this year so that, along with other existing sources of data (many listed later in these notes) might be 
 

State HD to Local HD – 
John made the inquiry about what data local health departments would be interested in from the state health department.  
 

A questionnaire would help to piece together what data is already being created/maintained in Iowa.  The questionnaire should be distributed to GIS coordinators, Councils of Governments, users of EPI Info and public health agencies.  We might also tap the ESRI representatives to find out if there are other users in the health sector that we may have overlooked.  The survey will be administered either through the RAMONA website or some other web-based interface.  The purpose of the survey is to collect information about the following things:
1. Is your agency/organization/jurisdiction using GIS for public health applications? 

2. If yes, to what extent is GIS used in health applications? 

3. If no, is GIS in public health something that your agency/organization/jurisdiction is heading toward? 

4. How could IDPH better serve your agency/organization/jurisdiction when it comes to public health data?  

· What specific datasets (or aggregates from queries) would be useful if the state could make them available?
 

Datasets:
· Disease incidence, very specific data that cannot be shared due to confidentiality issues 

· Risk Factors, data that is not all owned by IDPH so cannot be completely shared 

· Administrative data (IDPH has access to) 

· Bureau of Health Statistics (Iowa Hospital Association) 

· Healthcare Cost & Utilization Project  (http://www.ahrq.gov/data/hcup/) 

· Community Health Needs Assessment and Health Improvement Plan (CHNA & HIP)
 

Anne Packard wasn't able to attend the meeting but had sent email with her inputs for the meeting. She was wondering about the tie-in between emergency response and disease control.  John responded by briefly mentioning that some data is being collected in conjunction with the Health Alert Network (HAN) by the Health Capacity Reporting System?.  This system is set up for the State Emergency Operation Center (EOC), where critical asset inventory type data is collected having to do with emergency response  http://idph.state.ia.us/adper/common/pdf/legis/archive/2006/pandemic_flu_planning.pdf
 

Barn Raising - Governor's Conference on Public Health  August 2nd - 3rd 2007
Health GIS committee will be attending the Barn Raising.  We will register to have a booth and to give a short presentation.  Update will be given.  We will bring IGIC posters and take-aways as well as a poster board featuring some health GIS applications and sample maps. Hopefully we can reach out to public health agencies that aren't GIS users or agencies that are using GIS but aren't currently active with IGIC.
          ** Update since the meeting:    
· Our booth will be located on the eastern side of the exhibit area in Olmsted Center (near the coffee shop) in space #62
· We will also have a brief 15 minute presentation at the end of the Friday 8/3 (9:25am - 10:25am) 
morning session 4A entitled "Outbreaks: Lessons Learned on....."
· The committee member attending this conference will update the group afterwards
 

RAMONA - Iowa GIS Inventory
The Health GIS committee needs to build on the inventory of health GIS data being created and/or maintained across the State of Iowa. So far there has been only a few committee members register with RAMONA and so the request is going out again for committee members to register and inventory their data.  Local health departments, state health, industry are all important parts of the inventory! The RAMONA site, which can be accessed at http://ia.gisinventory.net/ requires a background registration (listing your organization, location, etc) and then simplistic metadata about the GIS layers you have. Including a dataset on the inventory does not obligate the owner/originator of that data set to any distribution. Concerning sensitive data; it is understood that some agencies have created and are maintaining data sets that are of a sensitive nature (medical information, disease incidence, etc) that cannot be shared. At the discretion of the contributor, the description of the dataset should include whether or not the data can be shared, whether summaries of data are available and other significant metadata about the set. The committee would like to put together as complete a picture of existing health GIS data as possible.
 

If there is a data sets/layers that you have but can't find a place to "put" it in the inventory, we can let the RAMONA steering committee know!  We can contact them and request that the layer be added to the inventory.  Please take a minute to get into the system and play around a little.  Suggestions can be forwarded to Brad Cutler who has a contact that works on the RAMONA system.  The full list of current layers can be found at http://gisinventory.net/Layer_Assignments_060206.pdf
 

There are several other sources we need to tap as we develop an inventory: 
· State health statistics [http://www.idph.state.ia.us/eh/health_statistics.asp#statistics] 
· Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System [http://www.idph.state.ia.us/brfss/default.asp] 
· Family and Community Information Tracking System [http://facits.idph.state.ia.us/Main.asp] 
· Iowa Hospital Association http://www.ihaonline.org/ 
· Emergency Management Asset Inventories from various counties/regions in Iowa 
· Health & Human Services 
· Board of Education, physical education data – Greg Welk (ISU)? 
· Comprehensive Assessment of Rural Health in Iowa (CARHI) 
· Ag Health http://www.aghealth.org/results.html 
· National Center for Health Statistics http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/ 

Next Meeting –
Next meeting will hopefully be over conference call. We will determine how we can facilitate the call and meeting time/date will be announced via the list-serve. Committee members should look for subsequent requests for participation in the meantime about the survey and inventory projects.

Health Committee Resources
 Iowa Geographic Information Council – Committee Pages 

· Resources Guide http://www.iowagic.org/resources/health/ 

· Committee http://www.iowagic.org/about/committee/health 

· Charter http://www.iowagic.org/about/committee/health/health-gis-committee-charter/  

· Mailing List  igic-health@iastate.edu
Forum – Health GIS users 

· Yahoo-based http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IowaEHGIS/ (registration required) 

Committee Contacts 

Lisa Swanson, Public Health Officer (Black Hawk Co)
319.292.2202 office / 319.415.8930 cell
lswanson@co.black-hawk.ia.us 

Simon Geletta, Des Moines University Public Health
515.271.1376 office
Simon.Geletta@dmu.edu 

