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Conference Call MINUTES 

March 18th, 2008 2:00pm


Summary of Important Dates:



April 10th, IGIC Board Meeting (John Warming, IDPH speaking)



By end of April – finish up and release Health GIS survey


By May – submit Committee Budget Request to board

Health GIS
Committee 

Health Committee Meeting 

Meeting Location: Conference Call 

	Attendee Name 
	Organization 
	e-mail 

	Geletta, Simon 
	DMU 
	sgeletta@dmu.edu 

	Swanson, Lisa 
	Black Hawk Co. Health Department 
	lswanson@co.black-hawk.ia.us 


 

Health GIS Survey - 
The Health GIS survey for Iowa is nearly done.  Review and finalization of the questions is needed.  The next step is to collect and consolidate contact lists for our various groups of health users in Iowa.  All contact lists can be sent to Lisa, who will consolidate them into one contact list for distribution.  If there is a need to keep some of the groupings separate, this can be discussed by the group.

Simon will be ready to set the finalized survey up on his DMU server.  He reports it will take one to two hours to set up.  According to university policy, a summary of the survey purpose will need to be submitted to the Research Review board at DMU for approval on an exempt status.  Our goal is to get the survey sent out and start collecting results before the MAGIC conference at the end of April, 2008.

Charter Review - 
Brad Cutler suggested that each committee review the charter document as part of the budget request process.  Some of the goals that are perhaps most pressing for our coming year have to do with helping to collaborate (efforts and data) and promote the use of geographic information in health applications.  The charter document can be accessed at http://www.iowagic.org/about/committee/health/

Budget Request - 
Emails regarding committee budget requests have been distributed by Brad Cutler and Anne Packard.  The template from Brad has been uploaded to the google documents site for collaboration. Contact Lisa if you would like to work on this document.   Some ideas have been placed into the tab for “health gis 2008” in the categories of outreach and organizational activities.  As a committee we need to be thinking of other funding needs that are in line with committee objectives for the coming year.  The time line is to discuss through April and submit to Anne so that the requests from all committees can be submitted and finalized for a vote in July. 
Possible projects (derived from the charter objectives and upcoming events) that might require some expense:

· Capacity building project
· Initiating a Health GIS user group that could meet quarterly, where users teach users. Possible cost could include a tool to coordinate web-based presentations
· Holding hands-on workshops for health gis users
· Bridging the divides between state, local and academia silos of data (working with collaborative partners and on currently existing projects/initiatives that are focusing on this objective).
· Sponsoring a health GIS committee member to attend a meeting or conference (PHIN, ESRI health conference)
· Putting together a postcard (outreach) to health gis users about the 2009 IGIC conference (April 21-23rd, 2009), making sure we have a presence at the conference.  Lisa is on the conference committee so will be making sure there are health GIS sections.

Next Meeting –
A number of Iowa health gis users will be attending the Iowa Public Health Association conference at the beginning of April.  A face-to-face meeting is in the works, hopefully for a lunch meeting on April 1st, 2008.
John Warming will be speaking about the Iowa Department of Public Health and GIS at the next IGIC Board meeting in Johnston, April 10th.  
Health Committee Resources
 Iowa Geographic Information Council – Committee Pages 

· Resources Guide http://www.iowagic.org/resources/health/ 

· Committee http://www.iowagic.org/about/committee/health 

· Charter http://www.iowagic.org/about/committee/health/
· Mailing List  igic-health@iastate.edu
Forum – Health GIS users 

· Yahoo-based http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IowaEHGIS/ (registration required) 

Committee Contacts 

Lisa Swanson, Public Health Officer (Black Hawk Co)
319.292.2202 office / 319.415.8930 cell
lswanson@co.black-hawk.ia.us 

Simon Geletta, Des Moines University Public Health
515.271.1376 office
Simon.Geletta@dmu.edu 

